Learning Contract
This learning contract will describe the usefulness of computer-based technical tools: Blackboard.com, InterGrade Pro (IGPRO), and Schools Administrative Student Information (SASI).  I am using these technical tools as a teacher at Irving Middle School in Fairfax County.  Teachers at Irving have used IGPRO for one year, but Blackboard and SASI are being used for the first time. 

Blackboard

Blackboard is a flexible e-Learning Program that is widely used to facilitate teacher interaction with students and parents who have access to computer internet programs.  Blackboard enhances teaching and learning, delivers information, increases student success, and improves parent-teacher communication.  More than 1,000 school districts in 42 states use Blackboard.com. Using Blackboard, teachers can organize courses, post course content, communicate with students, set up quizzes or surveys, and manage grades online. 

A web site is one of the elements used in Blackboard to provide information to students and parents and foster interaction with them. Buiding my web site was difficult and it was time consuming.  Many of the functions needed to set up my Website, only have to be used once.  For example, my class roster needed to be edited because my teaching schedule was changed and many students received schedule changes after the second week of school.  For every class, I had to check the offical attendance and then delete and add those students who had been newly enrolled.  Administrators, special education teachers, and other staff members were also added to each class and so that they could keep abreast of class information.  This took over three hours of time setting up for this one item, but as stated before, I only need to do this task once.  Course content was added by using online forms which consisted of Microsoft Word and Excel documents, but in the future I can download other information using Powerpoint, Outlook and Adobe Acrobat if needed.  The email function allows me to contact students and parents and they are encouraged to submit questions or comments, and respond to me at any time.  

Presently, I use Blackboard to post assignments and other information regarding my grading policies, upcoming tests and other useful school information.  Students and parents have been accessing the site by using a login name and password.  Only students registered in the instructor’s course can access my Blackboard site.  I have been able to monitor and track which students are accessing particular course materials online. As an instructor, I have a secure access to my Website and I am the only person who can add or change the site.  The information and questions that students post are secure and can only be viewed by me and the student.

SASI

The Schools Administrative Student Information (SASI)   software program offers instant access to student demographics, attendance, discipline, grades, schedules, health, immunization, emergency, and parent/guardian information.   SASI has made it easier for me to access student information, including attendance, scheduling, course history, and grading.  SASI can be used with InterGrade Pro to create the ultimate computerized grade book but at Irving Middle School we have not combined the two technologies.  All teachers are required to use the attendance module. Teachers can electronically send their daily class attendance records to the main server at school after the start of each class period.  This eliminates the need to send a hard copy of our attendance to the main office.  Administrators and school counselors can access attendance quicker.  Unexcused tardies and unexcused absent letters can be generated and sent to the student’s parents the same day.  

InterGrade Pro

Before InterGrade Pro (IGPRO), I used Microsoft Excel and created different formulas for grading.  Excel was an excellent way to calculate and maintain grades for students.  IGPRO is an electronic grade book, which is used in many school districts throughout the country, including Fairfax County.  IGPRO information helps me track student performance and organize tasks. It automatically puts grades into categories such as homework, quiz, or lab exercises.    

Summary

Schools are making online technology a major part of our profession.  Through the development of new technology educators are beginning to use the power of technology to strengthen leadership, communities, pedagogy, teacher knowledge, and school organization to accelerate student success. 
